
  
 
Why are we recommending Arc Flash  
Hazard Studies for your facility? 

 
The number one reason to be concerned about arc flash is for the safety of personnel.  
(Please see figures 1 & 2.)  Arc Flash Hazard Studies are performed to determine the 
risk to personnel, warn them of the hazards, and to instruct them as to what kind of 
personal protective equipment (PPE) they must wear.   

 
                                    

       

 

 

 

 

 

             Fig. 1- Fault in Switchboard                                     Fig. 2- Fused Switch Cable Fault  

Another reason to be concerned about Arc Flash Hazards is liability and government 
regulations.  OSHA regulations apply to every worker that may approach or be exposed 
to energized electrical equipment.  If an Employer fails to conform to and follow OSHA 
and NEC requirements, it can lead to employee injuries, inconvenient penalties, 
expensive fines and law suits.  OSHA is has adopted and is enforcing NFPA 70E.  
Please see the attached OSHA news release at the end of this section. 
 

There are several regulations that address arc flash hazards.  They are: 
 

 National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 70 or better known as “The 
National Electric Code.”  The NEC® 2017 addresses the arc flash hazard in Article 
110.16 

 
 NFPA 70B 2016 “Recommended Practice for Electrical Equipment Maintenance.” 
 
 NFPA 70E 2018 “Standard for Electrical Safety in the Workplace”   
 
 OSHA Standards 29-CFR, Part 1910 Sub part S (electrical) Standard number 

1910.333. 
 
For an in-depth, question and answer article on Arc Flash Hazards and OSHA and 
NEC® requirements please go to 
http://www.powerstudies.com/articles/ArcFlashBasicsArticle.pdf



 

 NFPA 70E – Section 130.5(H) states, “ The owner of the electrical equipment shall 
be responsible for the documentation, installation, and maintenance of the marked 
label.” 
 
The owners need an Arc Flash Hazard Study to: 

 
1) Comply with NEC, OSHA and NFPA requirements  
 
2) Increase Personnel Safety 

. 
3) Reduce Shock Hazards 
 
4) Reduce Arc Flash injuries 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 


